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Education Studies

Module Aims:

This module is designed to enable students to develop a systematic understanding of the
links between the study of philosophy, education and academic practice. Students will gain

an understanding of philosophical approaches that have been proposed and influenced




education. Through the study of this module, students will be able to demonstrate acuity and
sensitivity in the interpretation of texts and wide reading beyond the course bibliography.
Some will apply this ability to demonstrate unusual analytical ability and rigour and a marked

independence of thought.

Expected Learning Outcomes
At the end of this module, students should be able to:

Knowledge and Understanding:

1. Analyse and evaluate a range of views related to the aims and nature of
education.

2. Critically reflect upon the relationships between education and society using a
range of philosophical perspectives.

3. Apply concepts of philosophy to own educational practice in relation to key
debates in current education.

4, Critically evaluate how personal philosophical perspectives impact upon own

work-based practice.
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes:

e recognise the strengths and weaknesses of arguments of a philosophical question;

e assess arguments carefully and scrupulously, drawing only warranted conclusions;

e engage with the concerns of ordinary life, examining characteristic problems of
practical reason;

¢ show sensitivity to a variety of opinions, practices and ways of life.

Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework,
project) and the weighting of each (%). Details of indicative assessment tasks must be
included.

1. Take part in a formal Debate with a proposition related to philosophy and education.
Students will work in groups of three; proposer, seconder and rebuttal. Each team will
be engaged in a two-team formal debate lasting thirty minutes. The content of the
debate will draw upon extensive engagement with literature studied in the module.

2. Reflective Essay critically evaluating own work-based practice drawing upon a range
of philosophical perspectives. Critically reflect upon how the module, including the
use of debating techniques, has influenced own learning and professional
development.

Assessment | Learning Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if Word count
number Outcomes to exam) (or equivalent if
be met appropriate)
1 land 4 Presentation 40% 15 minutes
2400
2 2and 3 Essay 60%




Learning and Teaching Strategies:
The module will be delivered using an interactive, reflective approach drawing upon the

experiences of the participants. The strategies to be adopted will include tutor directed
sessions, workshops, debate, discussion, seminars and supported self-study based on
learners own research and examination of key questions relating to nature of education and
the relationships between education and society. The use of the VLE (Virtual Learning
Environment) is also encouraged through interactive activities, forums and discussion groups.
Students will engage in extensive reading relating to past and current key debates in

education and the influence of philosophy.

Syllabus outline:
e educational philosophy and theory;

e historical figures in the philosophy of education;

e philosophy of education and educational practice;
e educational responsibilities;

e philosophy, teaching and learning;

e curriculum and the content of schooling.
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